Italy, January 3" 1917.

From. Capt.A.B.Wight,
3 QMg USSR, i
Ho o Mrs. A.B.Wight.
Norman, Oklshoma. 419 . Symn -s.
Dearest "irl and my Xiddies: g
. If you find a lot of mistakes in the

Spelling and & few le ters @étbers left out and things of that sort
in this letter why just lay it t0 a new machine and ag I have to us
it & lot and have to get used to it I am poing to practice a bit
on you so mueke up your mind 4o bear with me wmtil T get real
expert with it then you can holler about mistakes.

I h ave had breakf-st ang should be getting up my statement
for December but I only have three a@istrscts to cet together
end they are sim ple so thut 1 will have them out by noonm and
meiled.

I woke up this moraning with a doubt in ny mind about the way
I wes handline the warp risk insursnce and Liberty Loam abstrect
but got hold of a general order about them, thot they just happened
t0 nave .t he.d quarters and am about s tisfied with my method
now, it is not sense they way bhey are h ndled on the paper but
to tell the truth this army bookkeeping dont m.ke much sense to me
any how, I1l hesr or wont he-r from + hem in about a month, if I
hear will know what to do the next time, if I dont hear ~ will
know that _ am all right. I am going to begin to holler Ffor s
clerk, thefe is none avoils le here, the bot I have is of no use
G0 me except to Tfigure on pay rolls once g month ooposite me w«nd then
I am never satisfied with his figures, the Major commanding the U%ZS.
detachment here t0ld me to begin sending telegrams, thut 1 was
entitled to a clerk and to kecep verlostingly after them till I
got one, he said " I know dummed well thut they have some one down
there th&t the y can séng you", he also said that this was the first
aviation eamp to h.ve & disbursing officer «nd thut they, the
aviation h ecdquarters in PEris, were just r.ising he--etc. becouse
they did not hove one, also I am the first and only gquertermaster
UsS.irmy in Ttuly, there was ot least one place th.t L got to
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in the years to come. Iy balamed machine f.iled %o shift enough
and I nearly got two lines on top each other.

Oh yes before I forget, I want to tell you about this War Risk
Insur:.nece and Pensions. I wrote vou from Besancon that you
would get $57:50 on account of the insur ance, per month for
twenty ye rs =znmd in addition get s pension also, I now find that
this is not th case, th e insurance is all that there is to
it but I believe that in cases where the dependent can show thot
thiés amount is not Sufficient thuet the government will take
Some &ction in regurd to it. Where L g0t off wrong was what
thw young Tellow th t was out explaining the thing to all of us
said and 1 find th t he did not know all that he was talking
about. I hod reagd the law .s enacted and thought that he was
wrong end asked him especially but he t0ld me that Iwas mist ken,
that the pen ions still had, the lajor just cume buck from Puris



and he told ne yesterday that I was rigit in my contention gll
the time. s

Yesterday vfter lunch I got out and hunted up a fellow,
one of the cadets, to pluy a little ¢ atch with we, I h.d been

sitting in my room working for two days and three michis with
out % ﬁing ahy exerggse wga%ever and % S a%ou% %o %iow up

and after playing g little while the ajor and three others of
us went to town and to snother flying cimp and felta great
de 1 better, now in about two hours * will huve these papers

up_and moiled and then for the pay rolls, they will be sasy .
this time %heg gere full >f corréciions running clear back in
sSoms ¢ ses td July and both foreign and nome pay and the
difference in pay between cadet znd private, some job, but
this time there are only a few correetions 1 am told and the
only thing is to be ¢ reful so I can work them out in & dg%
Lk can get thzs infefnal kid that figures with me to si
still long enoug h and will have a try at it.
Before 1 staert on the rolls + m going for a nice long

walk and I am going to take one every day to keepy£fita

I will, have to quit now and get to work und any how
I h ve they blamed thing on my mind and cunnot think of things
to suy to you so there you are.

I , of course, have the photos of yourself and Clen.rd and
Phid and the one of the Baby up where I can look ab them all of
the time and they are a great help, but they make me so want

to see you all, all the time. Before them and to +those photog
are the only prayers I say, I hope that _ whll-not—be-called
on by the recording angel and requested to gife an acc ount
of why I did this, but 8ll my hopes are for you my family and
heres hoping that in this year of 1918 snd not too long, that
we will be together.

Dont think that L &+ blwe, I am 0o busy for that, but I
do get so heart sick to see you 8ll thot it hurts mightily

and then I have to dig into something and ﬁrﬁ to forcet my
£282ing. I «: not the only one over here with a family and they

are all in the sume fix, wanting to get back to the Good 0ld
U. 5: 4., and the folks waiting there for +them.

T a?ont egertﬁetft§§ n%ti%ntghwtl ny of %%etf%glow li%e ﬁh%s

g away from the ) y.love or tha he excitemen
I2EE Ny fonging ol o tﬁelr nindS, not £02 8 rinute. 1t on st
makes them more determined to wnip hell out of the Huns  ana
have it over with guick. g
With all my love foryou sweetheart and those pboys of mine

Ltk oy e ot
- MWM
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