JiM P‘OWYR‘S
SPORTS EDITOR OF THE NEW YORK NEWS

Dear Everybody:

Mfould you like to meet Mr, Billings-
ley?" asked Sally Steele. Sally is the
wife of Earle Steele, an ex-Enid journalist
who, as a member of its Washington staff,
now plays an important role in the affairs
of the National Chamber of Commerce. His
wife is a former Powers model, She and a
fellow veteran from that regiment of pul-
chritude were re-living glamorous New York
days, while we were having a late after-
noon coclktail at the Stork Club, and in-
variably the name of the proprietor of that
colorful establishment crept into the con-
versation,

"Tn view of the fact that the guy and
I were both born in Enid, Oklahoma, I would
like to mect him," I answered,

"Hoe is eating dimmer at the next table
with Mrs, Billingsley," she ammounced, s0
we strolled over and Sally introduced us,
Sherman Billingsley gave me a long look,

"0hl You are the bird whd has been
sending e all that propaganda about the
tomm where I was born," he recalled., Mr.
Billingsley has been on my mailing list
for a long time, put there at the sugges-
tion of a mutuval friend.

"You know," he added, "there are some
more people around New York who should be
on that list - Steve Owen for one,"

I assured hdm that, as one of my oldest
gridiron buddics, Steve had bLeen on the
list for years,

And," he added, "thore is Jimmy Powers,
Sparte Editor of the New York News,"

For many years I have been a reader of
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the pre-mailed Sunday issue of that paper
because I cannot wait until the following .
Sabbath to follow the fortunes of my
favarite comic strip characters., Some-
where along the years I had bocome accuse
tomed to reading the sports column by
Jimmy Powers., Many times I have listened
to his radio and televisiom¥roadcasts,
but this was the fIrst inkling I ever
received that the famed sports editor was
a member of the devoted Catholic flock
of Powrers children who grew up on West™
Broadmy, They we re all considerably young-
er than myself and I nevcn-hadopportmity
to know them 1ntimately as they groew to
matuwrity and scattered to variqus activie-
ties across the nation,

Following Mr, Billingsley's suggestion,
I added Jim Powers to my mailing list,
That was several yocars ago. Recently I
walked through the lobby of the Bass Builde
ing on my way to lunch, Dr. Avery Wight
was eating a sandwich at the lobby fountain
and wms perusing a pamphlet, T was inter-
ested to note it was a copy of my last
monthly letter,

“Doc,"™ I asked, "how did you happen
to have thatf®"

®Tts a heck of a note," answered the
doctor, "that I should office in the same
building with you, yet have to wait and
get this letter from my brother-in-law in
New York to read it."

"Who is your brother-in-lz72" I quoried,

"Jim Porers,"

No morc intercesting family wvas ever
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reared in Enid, The mother of the family : : ]
passed to her eternal reward at the time ] ntywaists, 50:1axed
this family group picture was made, but ) r doxy tre morad dadday
James Joseph Povers can enjoy his declining ‘ o ppodarobtdin
years with the full realization his ten ' pillions, hurdls pei \
children are a glowing tribute to the 4 n the pubdic prose suel sn the
success with which his life has been adlinee ongondered by "Tegpot
crowned,

Jim is the oldest of the ten, Immedia- - - ntory ir being wnfolied
tely upon completion of his schooling, he T ! erreved by theift
plunged into a journalistic career, to ] deya on W, Re AL Ne  Su]
be follored in the same profession by four s riticf{zin
of his five brothers, While still a very ‘ wrate. I am not Inw
young man Jim proceeded to New York and : ) h GOy Laat 3o
bacame a favorite of Joseph Medill Patter- ) alp g the Cone
son, founder of the Hew York News. Soon e g 5, and somtinus
he becamec sports editor for the paper ol AT tagk nuewy and
which enjoys the largest circulation of ‘ hoan Py orathpol Solitens

. any in the Yiestern Hemisphero, There he : romotors eom s 30
remains today with his comparative youth- ¢ - s Daing throwg ey
fulness presaging important roles in Ameri- ' ‘ = oty
oan sports for many years into the future, vl ddity Lk spendise ¢he

Tam Pawers is with the Chicago Tribunc, vieed, Mt ump oaly by
Ray with the American News & Magazine : Ry ieandly reaucrals T .
Service, John works for the J, Walter ato L% lwonricos wobl
Thompson Advertising Company while ¥rank nir v Yulldrs,
divides his time betwecn freclancing and JUSD WES P
writing racing reports for the iow York e Tod s ' 1ivis
News, Reverend Joseph is Dean of ilien at ¢ ' . o up With
the University of Portland, Portland, ) e L R e KT
Oregon, il o 1 -

Sister Theresa Joseph Povers is serving Lo homnpol, :
as Dean of Our Lady of Lake at San Antonio, : 5 relation
Texas, Mary is secrectary of the C.I.0. r 14ty 1 Lhete v oy
organization of the United Steel Company R G @ 14 7
at Kansas City, Gertrude is the wife of : 35
an Army Engincer stationed at Texarkana, - .

Texas, and Toressa Pomors Wight is the ' . 8 r 4 hays. Blens
only one of the ten remaining in Enid, tim ved £ bzs a0
She divides her time botireen the multi- TG ROUUE B
tudinous duties-of a doctor'swife, rearing g deve Lons _ WG NG
seven children and worrying about what iER i Lidng 94 rek 3w
Harold Taft's engineers are going to do la #~ond : i 5 iy A
to her front yard as they prepare plans L B iod o e b
for constructing the Van Buren Strect by- ! c of ovenibunlly :
. pass, ns Sylliong T ent
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